
Khiromon Baqozoda, “М. Илолов: ‘Гурӯҳи мусаллаҳ дар Хоруғ мавриди истифода қарор 
гирифтааст’ [M. Ilolov: ‘Armed Group in Khorog is Being Used’],” Radio Free Europe, 27 July 
2012, http://www.ozodi.org/content/interview-mahmadsho-ilolov/24658803.html 
 
Unofficial translation by “eTajikistan” 
 

M. Ilolov: “Armed Group in Khorog is Being Used” 
 

The President of Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan 
expresses his opinion on the Khorog events.  
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The president of Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan 
and member of the “Majlisi Milli” [National Council, 
aka Upper House of Parliament] of Tajikistan 
Mahmadsho Ilolov was one of the high level 
members of the country’s government who prior to 
the start of the government forces’ special operations 
travelled to Khorog for negotiations with the armed 
group of Tolib Ayombekov and his supporters. These 
negotiations, which took place with the objective of 
surrendering of suspects in the death of General 
Abdullo Nazarov, head of the directorate of the [State] 
Committee for National Security [SCNS, aka ‘KGB’] in 
the Badakhshan region, ended up with no results. On 
the early [содиқ] morning of 24 July, government 
forces in the city of Khorog undertook military 
operations for arresting this group, as a result of 

which, at least 42 people were killed, including 12 military personnel and 30 militants [eTajikistan: 
What about civilians?]. In a telephone interview with M. Ilolov, we wanted him to express his views 
on the recent events in Khorog: 
 
Ilolov: Undoubtedly, a criminal must be answerable to the law. There were some attempts to 
arrest these criminals, [eTajikistan: What ever happened to the notion of “Innocent until proven 
guilty?”] but the organs of power could not accomplish this. As a result, a military operation was 
undertaken. I think there was no high reason for undertaking military operations. In a city where at 
least 30 thousand people live, these military operations did not suit the objectives. It would have 
been necessary to understand the problem better and from all angles and for the criminals to have 
been arrested in some other way. Of course, we understand that this was a very complex problem. 
These criminals were involved in drug smuggling for many years and as a result people have 
multiplied all around them. Efforts must continue towards their arrest. The criminals must be 
arrested during the ceasefire which the leader of the country has announced. 
 
Оzodi: Whose decision was it to commence military operations in Khorog? Was it the President’s? 
 
Ilolov: I think this decision was that of the power ministries. All the leadership of the power 
ministries have been in Khorog since a few days ago. We also told them when we met that there is 
no reason for undertaking military operations. This was the last thing that we should have done. 
Until arriving at this stage, it was possible to do many other things and there is still an opportunity 
to do so. 



 
Оzodi: For how long were you in Khorog? 
 
Ilolov: We were there by the order of His Excellency from the 22nd to the 24th of July and we met 
with the armed groups and worked hard, we made them understand that they must submit the 
murderers of General Nazarov to the law enforcement agencies. But unfortunately our words to 
them were fruitless; they did not want to listen to us. We met with Ayombekov and Imamnazarov 
and we even had a good discussion. But these young men did not agree with me. 
 
Оzodi: What was the reason for Ayombekov and other armed men’s lack of cooperation with the 
investigative authorities on the issue of surrendering the people accused of killing General 
Nazarov? 
 
Ilolov: They have been involved in criminal activity for many years. I think that during the years, 
they were even assisted by some powers. I think unfortunately that even some representatives of 
power organs were cooperating with these people and they forgave them each time and ultimately 
the result was this condition. That is, they think that this time as well, time will pass and the 
commotion will disappear. But this will not happen, surely this time they must be surrendered. 
They must be arrested; they cannot question this in any way. Without this for years to come they 
would have destabilized conditions in Khorog, they would have attracted many youth to drug 
dealing and drug use. 
 
Оzodi: Based on what you know, how many people have died from among the innocent civilians? 
 
Ilolov: I do not know exactly, but so far there is talk of 11 people. 
 
Оzodi:  We heard that one key condition of the armed men is the departure of the forces from 
Badakhshan. Is this correct? 
 
Ilolov: Yes, the main condition is this. The power organs demand that the criminals must be 
surrendered; they in turn say that we will do it with the condition that you leave the province. The 
problem is very convoluted and complex. 
 
Оzodi: Who supports these armed groups? Who are their supporters, the people who fight on 
their behalf? How many of them is there? 
 
Ilolov:  I cannot tell their exact numbers, but I think that they are about 100-150 people. They 
have guns that I think were imported from the other shore [eTajikistan: From Afghanistan?]. They 
have supporters on the other side of the shore. Some political forces support them; it was the 
same in the past. That is, they are not totally without an owner. I think they are being funded. They 
use them for the instability of Tajikistan. We must remain highly vigilant, because for us the 
integrity of our country is an important thing. 


