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[Tajikistan’s Presidential Elections is set for 6 November 2013] 

A Race between [Oinihol] Bobonazarova and Emomali Rahmon? 

September 11, 2013 

By Abdul-Aziz Vose 

The Alliance of Reformist Forces in Tajikistan has proposed a woman to stand against 

the individual who has held the reign of power in Tajikistan for the past 21 years. A 

prominent lawyer, Oinihol Bobonazarova will be the first woman in the history of 

Tajikistan to seek the top position [of this post-Soviet republic]. 

The decision of the Alliance of Reformist Forces was in a way unexpected. Many had 

assumed that their candidate would be Muhiddin Kabiri, head of the Islamic 

Renaissance Party [IRP], or Rahmatillo Zoirov, leader of the Social Democratic Party 

[SDP]. Others were also mentioned, such as economist Haj Muhammad Umarov [and] 

reporter Abdulqayum Qayumzod. 

Muhiddin Kabiri related the nomination of Ms. Bobonazarova to [Government] 

pressures exerted on the [IRP] and the spread of rumors about [SDP leader] Rahmatillo 

Zoirov being an "Agent of Uzbekistan". 

Nearly three months ago, the Alliance of Reformist Forces was formed by the IRP, the 

SDP and a number of prominent individuals and NGOs for the purpose of the 

presidential election, having put forth its candidate on 10 September. The decision of 

the Alliance of Reformist Movements [to nominate Ms Bobonazarova] was met with 

many reactions. Proponents and opponents of this decision are not few. Even some 

Alliance members refused to back Ms Bobonazarova’s candidacy. Mir Husein Nazriev, 

leader of a faction of the Socialist Party, told “Ozodagon” that in putting forth the 

nomination of Ms Bobonazarova, not all the opinions of reformists were taken into 

consideration. 

This issue has become rather hot in the past two days on social networking sites as 

well. If some are backing this decision, others are showing their vehement opposition. 

Even though Oinihol Bobonazarova has emphasized that she should be viewed 

primarily as a candidate and not as a woman, not all who engage in discussions [online] 

take this advice into consideration. [Critics] are of the opinion that at this point, 

Tajikistan is not ready to accept a female leader. 



Tajikistan is facing its sixth presidential election. In the past five political events [for 

electing the president] no females had entered the election arena. Prior to the 2006 

[presidential] election, Huriniso Ghafforzoda (aka Mutabar Rashti) had announced her 

intention to run for the presidential seat, but for reasons unclear to us, she stayed away 

from the elections. In the past, [Tajikistani] journalists have on several occasions 

analyzed the issue of a female presidency. Some even had created a list of women who 

could potentially win the presidential seat. All who were involved in these reports had 

also named Oinihol Bobonazarova. 

In this list, the name of Ozodah Rahmonova, the second eldest daughter of President 

Emomali Rahmon; MP Kharinisso Yusofi (Molonova); Ruqiya Qurbonova, deputy to the 

prime minister of Tajikistan; Samnegul Taghoiova, head of the Committee for Women 

and Family; Saodat Amirshoeva, the only female Tajik General; MP Maghfirat 

Haidarova; Zarfo Rahmoni, representative of the IRP; Huriniso Alizoda, deputy to the 

National Library; Faiziniso Vohidova, expert lawyer, and Gulrukhsor Sofi, one of 

Tajikistan’s prominent figures were also listed among the successful women and 

capable candidates for  the country’s presidency. 

According to Oinihol Bobonazarova, she will exert all her effort towards democracy, 

human rights and religious freedoms in the country. Ms Bobonazarova, who heads the 

NGO Perspective+, was also in the past leading [the Board of Directors] of the Soros 

Foundation in Tajikistan. She graduated in Law in 1971 from the State University of 

Tajikistan and in the early 1990s joined the Democratic Party [of Tajikistan]. From 

1996-2004, she worked as an advisor with the Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe in Tajikistan. 

She is known as a prominent lawyer, and a friendly, courageous and conscientious 

individual, all being traits necessary in a president.  

Presidential elections in Tajikistan will be held on 6 November. Aside from the Alliance 

of Reformist Forces, only Abdulhalim Ghaforov, head of the [state-approved branch of 

the] Socialist Party has announced his intention to run for the presidential seat. Other 

political parties have also stated that they will enter the electoral arena with their own 

candidates and that their nominee will be determined in their conventions. But it is 

clear from the onset that the ruling People’s Democratic Party’s [PDP] candidate will be 

none other than Emomali Rahmon. 

Aside from who the other parties will nominate for the presidential position, it is clear 

that competition will be only between the PDP candidate (Emomali Rahmon) and the 

Alliance for Reformist Forces (Oinihol Bobonazarova). Whether the first female [in 

Tajikistan] seeking the presidential seat can be victorious over an individual who has 

won [the presidential race] in three previous elections is a question the answer of 

which can only be heard after 6 November from the Central Committee for Elections 

and Referenda of Tajikistan. 


