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Abstract: A former colony of the Portuguese Empire, Angola has endured several storms in its turbulent 
history. After the triumph of a Marxist-inspired liberation movement (1961-1975), the country became the 
theatre of foreign interventions and a brutal civil war (1975-2002). Blessed with abundant natural 
resources, including oil, diamonds, gold and arable land, Angola nonetheless terribly failed to meet the 
expectation of its citizens. This paper will revisit Angola’s history and politics using a comparative 
perspective and leaving room for discussion. 
 
Bio: Constantin Katsakioris holds a PhD in contemporary history from the École des Hautes Études en 
Sciences Sociales in Paris (EHESS, 2015). He was a junior researcher at the EHESS in the project “African 
Elites Educated in the former Socialist Bloc” (2012-2015), a lecturer and visiting professor at the 
universities of Leipzig and Bayreuth in Germany (2015-2020), and at the same time a member of the 
Bayreuth Academy of Advanced African Studies, a fellow of the German Orient Institute in Beirut, 
Lebanon (2019-2021), and a senior researcher and lecturer in the Institute of World History at Charles 
University in Prague (2021-2023). Katsakioris is also an associate member of the Centre for Russian, 
Caucasian and Central European Studies at the EHESS. He is the author of numerous scholarly articles in 
peer-reviewed journals—(including: “Students from Portuguese Africa in the Soviet Union, 1960-74: Anti-
colonialism, education and the socialist alliance,” Journal of Contemporary History 56(1), pp. 42-65, 
2021).  
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