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Bio: Thomas Barfield is a social anthropologist with ethnographic fieldwork experience
among pastoral nomads in northern Afghanistan in the mid 1970s and field researh on law,
government and economy in post-2001 Afghanistan. He has also consducted short periods of
research in Xinjiang, China and post-Soviet Central Asia. Barfield is the author of The
Central Asian Arabs of Afghanistan (1981), The Perilous Frontier: Nomadic Empires and
China (1989) and Afghanistan: An Atlas of Indigenous Domestic Architecture (1991). In
2006 he was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship leading to the publication of Afghanistan: A
Cultural and Political History (2010, 2023), winner of Outstanding Title Qward of the
American Library Association. He is a Professor of Anthropology at Boston University and
since 2005 has served as President of the American Institute for Afghanistan Studies.
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